
Autumn term assessment content domain coverage

Year 3 Spelling

Question breakdown

1 skin S11 using k for the /k/ sound

2 phone S10 new consonant spellings ph and wh

3 sadly S43 the suffix –ly

4 pear
S8

vowel digraphs and trigraphs: ai, oi, ay, oy, a–e, e–e, i–e, o–e, u–e, ar, ee, ea, er,
ir, ur, oo, oa, oe, ou, ow, ue, ew, ie, igh, or, ore, aw, au, air, ear, are

S36 homophones and near-homophones

5 knee
S8

vowel digraphs and trigraphs: ai, oi, ay, oy, a–e, e–e, i–e, o–e, u–e, ar, ee, ea, er,
ir, ur, oo, oa, oe, ou, ow, ue, ew, ie, igh, or, ore, aw, au, air, ear, are

S16 the /n/ sound spelt kn– and (less often) gn– at the beginning of words

6 match S3 –tch

7 slowest
S7 adding –er and –est to adjectives where no change is needed in the root word

S8
vowel digraphs and trigraphs: ai, oi, ay, oy, a–e, e–e, i–e, o–e, u–e, ar, ee, ea, er,
ir, ur, oo, oa, oe, ou, ow, ue, ew, ie, igh, or, ore, aw, au, air, ear, are

8 break
S36 homophones and near-homophones

S37 common exception words

9 fridge S14
the /dʒ/ sound spelt as –ge and –dge at the end of words, and sometimes spelt as
g elsewhere before e, i and y

10 middle S18 the /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le at the end of words

11 young S40 the /ʌ/ sound spelt ou

12 sweat S8
vowel digraphs and trigraphs: ai, oi, ay, oy, a–e, e–e, i–e, o–e, u–e, ar, ee, ea, er,
ir, ur, oo, oa, oe, ou, ow, ue, ew, ie, igh, or, ore, aw, au, air, ear, are

13 section S35 words ending in –tion

14 silence S15 the /s/ sound spelt c before e, i and y

15 division S45 endings that sound like /ʒən/ (e.g. division, invasion)

16 treasure S44 words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/

17 princess S1 the sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and /k/ spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and ck
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18 general
S14

the /dʒ/ sound spelt as –ge and –dge at the end of words, and sometimes spelt as
g elsewhere before e, i and y

S20 the /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al at the end of words

19 buried S24
adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to a root word ending in –y with a consonant before
it

20 dessert

S1 the sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and /k/ spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and ck

S8
vowel digraphs and trigraphs: ai, oi, ay, oy, a–e, e–e, i–e, o–e, u–e, ar, ee, ea, er,
ir, ur, oo, oa, oe, ou, ow, ue, ew, ie, igh, or, ore, aw, au, air, ear, are

S36 homophones and near-homophones
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